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A CONSERVATION PIONEER

February 21, 2008, marked the 100th anniver-
sary of Roderick Haig-Brown's birth. The English-
born Haig-Brown came to North America when he
was 18 to work in & logging camp in Mount Vernon,
Washington. When his USA work permit expired,
he moved to Vancouver Island's Nimpkish Valley
to work in a logging camp on Woss Lake, After a
short return to England in 1929, where he began his
writing eareer, Haig-Brown returned to Vancou-
ver Istand in late 1931, In 1934 he married
Ann Elmore and settled in Campbell
River, where they raised their fam-
ily and remained until Rod died,
on October 13, 1976. The Haig-
Brown home and property was
designated a heritage property
after his death, with Mrs. Haig-
Brown living there until she
died, in 1890,

Haig-Brown wrole many
books on fly-fishing as well as
others on life in British Colum-
bia, the native people and early
explorers. Long before conser-
vation became fashionable in the
‘80s and ‘905, Haig-Brown coun-
selled wise use of our land, water
and fisheries resources. It is fair to
say that in the past 100 years in North
America, no writer touched the lives of
more fly-fishers and is more revered in that
community than Rod Haig-Brown.

When the Campbell River system was being
developed for power in the late 1940s, the practice
of the day for water impoundments was to construet
the dam and flood the valley, drowning the forest.
Haig-Brown believed that was a bad policy and,
in a two-page letter to Lee Straight, the Vancou-
ver Sun's outdoor columnist, he detailed 12 points
against those practices and discussed the B.C. Power
Commission’s disregard for basic conservation con-
cepis.

This was one of the first of conservation battles
between industrialists, aided and abetted by gov-
ernment, in which single-mindedness of purpose
was paramount and all others be dammed. It took
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some time, but it became policy to remove trees from
water impoundments before they were flooded.

The same single-minded powers that be in govern-
ment had planned to approve the building of a 750-
foot-tall dam on the Fraser River a few miles above
Lytton at Moran Canyon. Haig-Brown feared for the
Fraser’s salmon runs as well as its ecosystem, and put
his case forward to the provinee in a 1972 paper called

The Fraser Watershed and the Moran Proposal. His
words are what finally laid the ill-conceived
plans for the Moran Dam to rest.
Haig-Brown inspired many young
fishermen to fly-fish. He believed
that in sport, method was every-

thing, and the more challenging the

fishing method, the more enjoy-
ment one would receive from the
activity. Haig-Brown's mention
of fishing barbless in a 1950s let-
ter was one of the first in B.C. It
was later adopted in the regula-
tions for all gear types,

In the early 1970s a new steel-
head eonservation organization
— the Steelhead Society of Brit-

ish Columbia — was formed. For
., Years it was the premier advocate

for steelhead in the province, In the

early days of its existence, Jim Culp, one

of the society’s founding members and an

early president, recalls inviting Haig-Brown to

address the society's annual meeting: “To all of us he

was our hero, no doubt about it. We were honoured
and in awe at his presence at our meeting.”

Haig-Brown reviewed the society's artificial propa-
gation poliey. After it was revised to include comments
and suggestions from Haig-Brown, the Steelhead
Soeiety adopted its policy on artificial propagation,
and the SSBC became the leading advocate for wild
steelhead in B.C. When Haig-Brown passed away, the
society lost one of its best advisers.

(Irganizations such as the Federation of Fly Fishers
(FFF}, Trout Unlimited, Oregon Trout, Washington
Trout, North West Steetheaders, and Caltrout valued
Haig-Brown's input on fish and conservation issues,
however, he was closest to the Totem Fly Fishers of




Vancoaver, In 1067, when & sl geowp of ardent
fMy-fishers was organising the club, it sought Haig-
Brown's advics. He made two recommendatinns:
thiit the eloh be a social clob foremost and that it
vamgrrn itsell oot on tackle issoes bt an helng an
wibvocate for quality fishing and fish conssrvation,
He beeame the cleb’s first hanoenry memiber gid
ilnnated personal Gshing ftenes that the club made
into trophiss. Although it romalned a social club,
soma i bts members - bhecame leaders in fisheries
conservathon In B.C.

Andther grosp that Haig-Brown influenced was
e Dalversity of British Columbia's Harry Hiow-
thorn Frundation, In B853, & group of VB pro-
feswors, its president and Haig-Browns were ot a
ﬁ.'i.hll.'lﬂ 1r||'- when one of the Eroup |_1:||h|'|-:|1.l,l:i|||;|l.'
kept one fish more than iz lmil The gronp held
enurt, with Hilg-Brown acting as the first chief
Justice, and fined the alfeiders. As well, the Erinps
wgers of fest, fargest nnd most fish were con-
flacated. The lines and wagers totalled 0 meager
£13, which the groop gave 1o the TR Library to
stirt o ﬁ_‘. fighing book eolloction. The Eroup wis
named the Horry Hawthoern Foundation becnose
it was Harry who had accidentally exceeded his
limlt. The Harey Haw'thorn Foundation vearly oui-
ing conlibues 4e this day, The proeeeds from over
more than hall o century of the geurts and fies
for miscdeeds have bosght aver 2000 angling tiles
for the UBC Library.

That Halg-Rrown was revered by many is an
undisputed faet, As o writer he had pdomirers in
tho B Titeriture commumity, which numed one
of thelr yearly swards The Hoderick Haig-Hrown
Beglonal Pree, given to recognize oo autstand | ng
work by Britiah Columbian author, The Totem Fly
Fisliers named their conservation award alter him,
The Federstion of Fly' Fishers has their Raderick
Huig-Hrown Awnrd, which is preseoted to a fy
fishing author of 8 book, books or 8 combinatien
af artheles il books that embody the philasaphy
and spirkt of Rederick Haig-Brown

Io eacly 18650, Haig-Brown lwad such a well-
ped pected nome in fisheries conservation on the
Tavific coast that Jack Davis, minister ol faleries,
pppeinted Huig-Rrown te the Intermational Pacific

Snlmon Commissian., [§was aroand the vime of this
appointment that Halg-Brown wae elected chan
cellor of the L eraity of Victorin, As well, the
government of B named Haig-Beown Monntain
In-Serathachnn Park after Aonn and Boa, anad for his
work and dedication to fishories conservation, the
government numed the park along the Aduns Rives
the Boderick l|..'|.||1-Hr|||-.'r| Park,

Roebert Bruee Cave, an avid Halp-Brown entho-
ginst, digd all Halg-Breown book collectars a gria
favour when he pullished his Rederick Haig-
toown: A Descriptive Bibliography. In Cave's hib-
||-:|:¢;IH|1!|:-' e lsts ®1 books aboat ar with rh||p|:|_-|-_-:
ur sectionson Haig-Brown, and 40 orticles in peri-
adicils ohomt Hag-HBrown,

Hatg-Hrown was a leader in fsheries conserva-
tion ame his influence 38 evident in the actinns of
athiers whis have prassdon for Biy-fishing and fsh,
He was a :_.:l:ll.ll] freend of the Washington Flv Fish-
Ing Club and the Fly Fishers Club of Ofegon. Ha
had many admirers sauth of the border; My-fiahers
and comservationists auch o Steve Raymond, Les
Jahnsan, Boh Wethern, Fraok Amalo. Biil Bakke
and Bill Meblillan, to names a v, had high regarnd
T hiim

Adthough §didn't know Haig- Brown persanally,
[ pot ta know bim well from hig beokeand through
my frlendstip with Rod’s best friend, Van Egarn.
YVan and 1 have l'i':h-q,ll.l :1I||_1 |:'-_||'|'|_'=.t_|1|-|-|1|_i_-|] -
farly for over 25 vears, Doring thase vears he has
taken ma to many of the ploces that Rod fished and
shared his memories of Haig-Brown with me,

wer the past eoople of years Van was working
on & hook abour Haod Haig-Brawn, After reading
Haipg-Browns The Weatern Angler, Van wis dedwn
to Vaneouver Island in the early 19505 and when e
was fishing the Comyphell he avet Haig-Browa, They
ended op heenming best friends. Now, theough
Vin's book, Shadews of the Western Awgler, Haig-
Brown enthusinsts will pet to Enow hin a e bet-
1efF

Hiig-Brown influenced many like-minded My-
fishers over the decndes: for some that ol wence
has been profeund. On Febroary 21, 2008, mooy
flv-fishers fipped o glass v a salute 1o Roderick
Halg-Brown, the (fnest of Western anglers. @




