Roderick Haig-Brown:

Rudnr:uk Haig-Brovwn is proe
bably best known to posterity

as a fishing wriler. Indeed, it could
be argued that no Morth American

outhor hos made more of an tmpaci
on the rich lnemture of angling,

both here zand abroad, than him. Yet,

his many impertant books and
seares of articles represent but ope
aspect of this man of many pars.
His life was @ full, varied one, The
titles of several of Haig-Brown's
masl popular books are suppestive
of the man's feel for the world in
which he moved and his determina-
fion to savor all s many jove In
this-context, ane thinks particularly
of Measure of the Yesr and the
"Sensons" books, Fiskerman's

by Jim Casada

Spring, Fisherman's Summer, Figher
A s Fall, and Fishermran's Wiiler,
Hiig-Brown was a devoted consera.
tiomist, and fntellectoal aof con.
siderable power, o histarian with a
dee, nppreciative sense of the past,
an imdividual with o real sense of
commitraent to his fellow man, and
& hummuist,

Having hinted at the man's
Renaissance qualities, however the
lact remains that two themes,
flvfishing and writing, run as bright,
continuous thrends nﬁmuyn the en-
tive [ahric of his life With that in
mind, what [ollows is a brief glimpse
at this talented angler and author
with specisl attemtion being devoled
to those pursaits which were the
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central tearures of his-tile

The biographical basics ure sim-
ple L’lluugi Hatg-Brown was harm
@i Febroory 21, 1908, in Lancing,
sront] rown In Sussex, England. He
Inherited some of his Hterary in
elinmtions from his (ather, who was
aoprolific contribuor of articles and
poeins 1 the ema’s periodicals,
Traglcally though, Roderick's Father
vas killed on the Western Froni late
in World War 1, and the boy entered
adolescence without enjoving the
satermal companionship he might
Lm‘l: koown, Still, he was fortunate
in hayving two men in pacicultar who
tocik him under their wings, These
were his maternal uncle, Declmus
Pape, who was the tenth of his
mother’s brothers, and his sporting
mentor, Major H M. Greenhill. Bet-
ween them these line men saw 1o
hiz educational molding, both for-
mal and ¢therwise, as well as serv-
ing as substitute father llgores:

The Family lived in rurnl Darser
and that lovely county in the south
of England provided an ideal
backdrop for shaping a life closely
sttuned to nature The mfluence of
Major Greenhill on this portion of
his youth was onc which Haig-
Brown fiter recognized in mony of
his hooks. A comment in 4 River
Mever Sleeps iy typical: "'The
strongesl lesson he taughe, thongh
he never named i, was complete
concentration on and devotion 1o,
the matter in hand. . While we vwere
aut Tmusl see evervihing and know
everyihing” This formative tmining
in the techniques of acume observa-
tign made a lasting impression, and
in time |1 would become one of the
maal endearing characteristics af
Halp-Brown's writing. Precious lirtle
escaped his discerning eve, and his
waos the tiare ability not poerely o
ehaerve bul o sluse whon he saw as
nature’s endless delights with
legions of devated readers,

Young Roderick came o love the
outdoors al an early ape, and he was
especially attracted to fishing. By
wak nf sharp contrast, the conlines
of the classroom he found stifling,
with schoal rules being "a list of
provoeations and the pictiresgue
method of enforcing them a
challenge” Predictebly, this attitude
soan brought him trouble, and even-
tually he wos expelled from
Charterhouse School for general
rosstering and rowdiness, Had the
school authoritics possessed suffi-
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An Angler For All Seasons

cient insight, they might have
recognized that a sireak of
rebelliousness, aimed straight at in-
flexible afficialdom, was one of
Haig-Brown's most salient
characteristics. Throsghout his life
he was koown as-a man who readily
fand eloquently) spoke against those
in positions of power whenever he
okt they were in the wrong In-
cidentally, it is a iestament to his
warm humanity that Haig-Brown
wis, Jor-all his ouwispokenness, a
man whom esvervane wha knew him
considered @ friend

His abrupt depariore from
Charterhouse conded his formal
education, ond it save mech lor his
curiosity and selb-discipline thal
Haig-Brown eventually becamie ox-
ceptionally well-read. Likewise,
anvong who treats themself 1o much
of hiz prose will realize his power of
expression and way with words, In
loaking back, one could even arpue
that this troubled tme in Boderick's
late teens was a hidden blessimg, for
it set in motion the chaln of evenis
which brought him o America, Over
the mext few years, working first in
Washington state and then in Bratish
Columbia, the voung man savered a
raw, satgh life inthe outdoors First
as o logzer snd later al “trapping
beacheomhbing, . - rounding up er
rant bush cartle, commercial fishing
in senson and occasionally guaiding
sporismen Al the while he was ac-
cumulating, through personal ex:
perience, the sense of onencss with
nature which is an integral part of
virtually all his books.

Meanwhite, he began ta venture
out in his first wentative effarts as a
writer, and by the time Haig-Brown
had reached his mid-20s, his path in
life had become quite elear Sifner:
The Life Story of an Adtaintic
Salmeon, appeared in 1931 (it was
writlen during @ two vear retirn o
England), Pool and Rapid ollowed
the next vear, and Pantfer was
published in 1934 The same year he
minerled Ann Elmore of ‘Searntle, “a
red-hadred American girl who fills
every 1deal 1 ever had o whar o wike
and a woman should he” With her
stnhilizing influence nicely paired
with his growing devetion to
writing, Haoig-Brown happily settled
down 1o the serious business of
shaping a carcer.

He and Ann moved into a rented
house on the Comphbell River, and
befare long they bought the house

next door, together with 20 acres of
land, Ar “Above Tide', as they mam-
ed the site, the pair raised a family
while Roderick wrate, fished, and
dabbled in farming. Oneol the early
products of this new existence wis
thie beautiful Derrvdale Press edi-
tion ol The Weirern Angler, now a
treasurcd collector’s item felching
hundreds of dallars, The boolap:
peared i 1939 even &5 Hang-Hooan
began 1o venture out along other
svenues. He was o magigtrale at the
town of Campbell Biver for some
theee decades {(from 1940 1o 1975, in-
terrupied only by an interlude o
World War 11 when he was in the
Canadian Army), and in looking
back 0 must be a source of regret 1o
his readers that the job took so
much rime. In particular, he
published no books (though he con-
|i|||.:|.1r.| o vy pdas r:|| AT R AT R Ml o
pace most [reelancers could only en-
vyl From 1963 o 1974, Yet in his
magisierial dutics he felt 2 real
sense of commitment to his
eighiiors, and It was & job w which
b pawe [recly ol himsell

Haig-Brovwn, as his literary reputa-
tion grow, also had ample oppar-
fanity B promote conservation,
Themes on appreciating and preser-
ving hahitat sound as a repeated
clarion call in his books. and he
eave unselfishly of himself in this
repard. He was, among other things,
g director ol the National Second
Century Fund, a Senior Advisor for
Trout Unlimited, on various Cana-
dian commissinns dealing with

atural resources and the emviton-
ment, on the International Pacific
Salmen Commission, trustee (o the
Mature Conservancy of Canada, and
the holder of countless similar posi-
tions, OF particular note for present
Eutp-u.—.uﬁ is the fact that HzlfF-

ponwers wivs - instrumental in che [oun.
ding of the FEF and served as-a
Senior Adviser from the Federation’s
creation until his death in 1978 {see
Vol X, Na 1. =8 28 of The Fivisher
for Steve Raymond's memarial
tributel. Haig-Brown alsa found 1ime
in his basy schedule wooattend
several conclaves, and he con
iributed 1wo mporiant articles 1o
the magazine. One of these, " Ohjec-
tives and Pricrities.” appeared in the
fourtl issue of The Fiviisier and
issued a challepge to flvlishermen
w educate themselves and others
abeut their sport. The second,
“Sieelheading Angling Comes of

Age;' appeared shortly hefore the
author's death (Val. VITI, Ko, 3,
1975) and covered Harg-Brown's hirst
flvtishing love

Articles such as these tend o be
passing things, even though Haig-
Brown wrote many of (hem for all
the major sporting periodicals of his
day. They provided # consistent
source o income along w ith
ravalires from his books, Thankfully
his daughter, Valerie {who was of in-
estimable help 10 me in preparing
this piece), i rescued many of his
better articles Trom obscurity by
bringing them together in three
posthumously published books,
These are Woods ared River Tales
{1980, The Maseer and His Fish
(1981), and Weitings and Reflecrions
{1982 These join the main body of
wirks produced in “The Master's”
hiletane, wued aoyuoe who would ow-
Iy know Bodenck Haig-Brown can
best understand him through his
beks,

There were 23 original warks
pubdished in his fiferime, plus o
athicrs he co-authared, and the=e
comnstitute a lesting liternry monu-
ment. Mast are on fishing. bue there
ore novels for both adult and adoles-
cent andicnees along with three
histories. While some of these fic-
ticnal efforts, particularly Sarbuck
Valley Womter (1943} and Salrwater
Suwrmimer {1948), are charming, it is
far his fishing books Haig-Brown is
miost widely recognized. This is only
proper, for these k= [eature the
writer at his hest Anthony Boherd-
zon, An a Fine lode book which sam-
marizes his life (Above Tide Reflec
Hons on Boderiel Hur'gaﬁmwu, FOEy,
argues thot “he was not » hsherman
who happened to write, buat o wrter
who happened o Fish" I'm not sure
To me. the two are inseparable, for
he approached spore and Hieraiure
with egual passion. His own com-
ment an the subject (s interesting:
“Fishing to me is nol, as some of
my critics have sugpested, & way ol
bifie, But it is one of the keenest and
bestawearing pleasures of life” The
guestion of exactly where [ishinz T
in his scheme of tife is 8 subjec
worthy of fuller expmination, and
here, os with many other Tacets of
his dike, it is a mater of regret that
we still await a definitive biography
of Haig-Brown, Robertson's book =
a delightful capsule, while the only
other full-length treatment, B Ben-
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Haig- Brown

corfirued from page 13

nett Metcalfe's 4 Man of Some fre
porranee (F983) s al once senss-
tionelism, silly, and a1 times,
senseless.

At eny rafe; anyone who reads
Haig-Brown will, 1 am certain, ex-
perience 3t least two sensations. Ha
will come from the pages af his
books refreshed, and he will realize
thut Haig-Brown somehow managed
o convey in words whal so many of
us sense while astream ver lind dif-
ficult 10 express to others, Evervone
will have their fevorites nmong his
books, and the fact that £ moeny dif-
ferent ones are widely acelaimed is
o teatament to his literary versatilicy
anid comsistent achievement of o
high level of quality. Measure of the
Yoar b5 my persoral Fovorite, largely
I think because it offers a
philosophy af life 1 find most artrpe-
tive, I ohwviously like Rewern to the
Kiver, which manv conzider his hest
back, Many would agree with his
comviction that "naturial life and
changing seasons” affer us “'a
thread that strenpthens and sup-
ports and gives depth!’ The
"Seasons' books are all powerful
ones — [ull of the convictions he
held dear and the fiviishing which
lay nexr — and several other
sirlumes [l the reader with a
watrmith and feel for the man and
his miliew.

Ihrough all of them he enriches
us, and callectively the hooks give
Heig-Brown a secure place in the
annils of AvEishing Hiersivure. In-
deed, one could po further, az Ar
nold Gingrich did, and say that hiy
writing “is universally negotiable as
literature™ This is best decided,
maturally, by each individual reader
At the very least every flyfisherman
owes it 1o himself w drink from the
fountain of Haig-Brown's literary
outpourings, Mast will find his work
sty charming, so full of the Bright
Weters, Bright Fish which are the -
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tle of a posthumously published
haok, thet they will return 1o his
haoks with each passing seasam
Certainly few writers have besn
mare comvincing in their ability to
capiure the essence of what the
spirt means to us. To him fishing
“has become an arl, ephermeral,
graceful, complicated, full of tradi-
non yet mever static,. It is as much a
part ol mesdern civibization &3 most
of the minor arts and sciences and
probably has more direct effect on
maore lives than any of them.” For
Roderick Haiz-Brown that “direct ef
fect™ was al once profound and
undeniable, As [ man's wont in
later yvears, he mused on our lack of
immaoeiality not long before his
dearh, and in so doing he returmed
tothe theme, fishing, he held so
elose: I think there is nothing very
had shout dying except for the peo-
ple one has to leave and the things
ane hesn't kad time to da. When 1he
time comes, iF I know what it is all

about, I suppose 1 shall, think,
amang ather things, of the fish I
haven't caught and the places |
haven't fished " These are thoughts
with which any flvfisherman can
readily identify, and in an uniniend-
ed but real sense they express what
Roderick Haip-Brown did and con-
tinues 1o do for others. He fills us
with pleasant thoughts of Fish yet o
be caught and streams yel to be
fished In so doing he Jeaves a rich
legacy as & writer who was truly an
“angler for all seasons!

JIM CASADA has puthored o number
af articles far ws recertly, and will
continee io Relp wy with more
histerical arricles abont pronminent
fvfisfermen, who were offzn
authaors, Mo edits a publication
called Sporting Book News, for
histoey bufiy and book collectors, If
vou'd ke o copy wrife: PO Box 770,
Camgen, S0 20030,

Haig-Brown’s Books

The sl which follows is in ehronelogical order by dare
af first publication. It showld be noted that the vast ma-
jority of the books lave been reprivited one aF more
times, and many dré presently available in print. Indeed,
Wick Lyons Books (5 presently reprinting the “Seasgns”

reartes

Silver; The Life Stary of anw Atlanric
Salrrern (I931)

Pool and Rapid (1932

Panther (1934)

The Westarm Arnaler (19301

Redurm o the Rivar {1941}

Tirthor (T9425

Starpuck Valley Winrer (190431

A River Never Sleeps (1945),

Saltweter Sumetor (1948,

ot the Highesr Hill {1943,

Megsire of the Year (F950)

Fisherman's Soring (951}
Fishermans Winter (1954
Moumied Pallce Parral (1934,
Capraint of the Discovery (T958L
Fisherman's Swrmmer (J3591
The Farthesr Shareg (1860
The Living Land (J96])

Fror and Gald (19621

The Whale Beople [H9621

A Primer of Flv-Fishing (f964)
Fisherman's Fall (1984)

Tite Saltmon [1974)

Published Posthumously

Brighi Waters, Bright Fish (1980)
Alison's Fishing Birds (19801
Woods and River Tales (1980
The Maswer and His Fish (j08]}
Writings and Beflectians (10821

I addifion fo these books, fwo
other sonrces are of particular wore
for amy serions stedemt af Roderick
Harg-Brown, His soluminons papers,
wwhich have been catalogued, are
heid in the Special Collections Divi:
sioit af tre Universiry of British Cal-
ambia (13586 Main Mall, Vancoover
BC, Cavada VST 1¥3| The Hatg
Bronwen property, except for (ke Hida.
Brown residence, whera Ann Haig.
Erowen sall lives, wow cired Jor 5-,-

thi Hafg.Brown Kimgfisher Croak
Sociery (RO, Box 400, Camphel]
River, B.C Canada VOW SREL The
Sociery has as ity poal o
demornstrare 1he philosophy af
Roderick Hafg-Brown by mairmaining
ard enfigncing the fish and wildlije
resoprces, walral selting, dnd social
values of the Haig-Brown properiy
arnd the Kingfisher Creek waier
shed”






