Logger,author, trapper
and judge, Roderick

Haig-Brown was an early

conservationist and
is still one of Canada's
most eloquent voices

aY paul GAESCOE

Hli tuoe is patri-
cian: hair reced-
ing up a lofty forehead, deepset ha-
,::Iﬂ' eves under flerce brows, hawk
nose, jutting jow, But his clothes run
to the plebian: cowhboy hoots, o
checkered shirt with rolled-up sleeves
and o belt with a cowboy's buckle. As
w mun Roderick Haig-Brown 15 a
purgn:]uu — unil alwiavs has been.

An  internationally pcclaimed  an-
aler, he relesses all the fish he catehs
es. A lifelong hunter of birds and
game, he now shoots only the thiev-
ing crows that strip his walnut tree,
For 33 vears, with no formal legal
trafning, he wis o g bbesle amld Uwen
o juidze, And for 52 wears, with little
more than a high school education, he
fias bBeen o writer, one of Canuda’s
st eloquent wnd enlightensd voices,
aii hlrl':i' prvirommentalial, o ookt
and a celebrator of the jovous sport of
angling — even though he does’t like
the taste of fish,

Hivig: Brown B 65 now, retived as o
pricue bt active as a weile and still a
contradictory man for all seasons,. An
honoriry p-uh'ra-u af the Canadian
Wildlife Federation, he is andouli-
pddly. British Columbia's mast eoloriul
conscrvationgst, English-hred but a
Cunadian all his aduoly life, he has
Beeim a loomer, trapper, bounty hunt-
er, commercinl Bsherman and gentle-
i former, Ot of this rich back-
aronuid he has written 23 bk that
lend human and natural history, bo-
mor und philosophy, angling tips and
comservation lore,

Thir Neww York Times has umu]mrml
Haig-Brown to Thorean. The Lonsdon
i Wxerrer has likened his work 1o the

As this magasine went ta press, late
waord came from British Columbia
that Roderick ”HFH—HJ'[HL‘H Raeeed i,

Crusader

In Hip Boots

clear-oved realism of the Thssion nov-
elist Turgeney, His prose can be us
taut as o Hshing line; describing a
school of tvee (oversized chinook
salmon), he writes: "Thev ure so hig
windd ealim and dignified. w0 clearly vise
ible, so solidly set in their still-distant
spawning purpose, so0 utlerly con-
temphuous of o fly of spoon drawn
acioss them or among them,”

His bonks have Deen travslated dnto
several langowges. and Dis first novel,
Sifver, the Life of an Atlantic Trou,
has pever Twen out of print siece it
was ariginally published in 1831, Salt
Water Sunmomer won him the Cana-
dian Covernor-General's awird for
juvenile literature in 1949, The classic
Fishermans Winter introduced Souath
American angling to the world,

Diespite his renown as a naturalist,
Haie-Brown considers: himself o poo-
fessionnl writer Hrest, o student of sci-
ence second, He says he writes off the
top of his head; for & book he plans
on birds he won't be doing any new
research, Yet the work that estab-
lished his reputation, The Western
Angler, resulted from a dozen vears”
study during which he became so ex-
pert an lc'h'?lwnlngisr that he was in-
vited to manage a game fshery.

In public, Halg-Hrown is grcioms
even to his enemies, the govemmoents
anel logging and power companies he
tries to devastate with reason and re-
search. He's so gracions that over the
vears both the Liberal and Con-
servitive parties in his adopted prov-
ince of British Columbia have asked
him 1o ren for office, thinking thal he
shured their political heliefs. But dur-
ing the st election, he Eu'lﬂli.'ly lark
nonneed his support of the left-wing
Mew Democratic party.

His popular image is of such a se-
rene mian, 0 [orgiving end hopeful
that it's a surprise to leam be is not

..'||:\l.'u:,'3: wn ey oplinist, oy
decacdes, he seomed l'.'{llll'iii.l-'l.'-'l'll. in his
ersucde for wildlife conservation, es-
pecially in the fight to sive the sslm-
o of the Fraser River.

Bl now he suffers . dark mioments
of pessimism. The International
Facifie Salmon Fisheries Commissicn,
of which he's a member, may soon be
ruineed by the wrangling of the Cana-
ian und American governments over
illowalsbe cabches, he says, and ity a8
sentinl work of rehabilitating salmon
streams may be crippled.

Mo i b sangine about an aller-
nate system of salmon propagation —
government hautcheries, These, he
feels, are prodiucing too many weak
fish that can be destroved by disease,
Instead, he favors artificial spuw:::E
channels, grovel-bottomed canals v
bv noatural popilations just as they
wauld nse free-flowing streams.

Thiis pasition mutkes him something
ala pistron sajnt Lo purist feshermiden-
conservationits such ns those in Cali-
fornta Troul, Ine, whose mostly
wedlthy memlsers desoribe themselves
s Tis diseiptes, But his stund also [puts
him: at odds with such rﬁpm'lul.! [stnl-
ogists us Peter Larkin of the Univer-
sity of British Columbia, “1 view
huoteheriod s meceossary in somd
cises,” Larkin swys. " Yon don't always
have the option ol pulting in o
spawning channel.” .

Larkin  considers: aig-Hrown s
stanek on climnels (dealistic bot fmds
it hard to fault his adversory's well-
doveloped anguiments. IndEtJ. ferw ol
Haig-Browns critics can help esteem-
ing the min himsell. Finding people
so awed by Haig-Brown, the Cana-
ki ot Al |"|||1]:.r anncnnced when

b mat hime “You ooght to have a |

A lifelong angler, Haig-Brown dossn't like =
1he tasie of ish. As.a man, he s & paradox
— gvar tho genlieran but always a tighiar

-



halo, wn angel’s halo quivering over
Vi hiead.”

Haig-Brovwn displays his humanism
when be wriles, as T did sooon alter
the Second World War, sbout the in-
excisible expropriation of property
belonging  to Japsoese-Canadims
evuemated rom the West Coast, His
environmental credo embraces not
pnly  campaims against  commercial
ravaging of parks and dvers but adso
his persona] rationgle Tor [irihi:‘lg: 2 |
ro fishing to please myvself, not to
cateh any breakfast or prove smything
or enter nlo iy conflic.”

It wasn'e always that way, As a Doy
he had to prove Bimsell to u father
who had died bravely in the First
World War when Boderick wis onlv
10, His Gither badd been o Famons soc-
cer plaver in England, & respected
schoolteacher and a graceful weiter
on the outdoors — in &ll, a diffcult
act to Follow.

wevertheless, young Hoderick's
orosving-up vears in England were
lively. He plaved cricket and soccer,
hoxed competitively and al age 16
egmbrailed himself in his first con-
servation hattle. He wrote a letter to
the Dorsed Conndy Chronicle gam-
|::-la|i||.I|'|'|.;_ alsomt 1.1'1-.'|.l|: tar on the roads
killing vegetation and suggesting a
new bpe of tar that didn't escrets
carbalic acid,

Formal schooling ended  abmptly,
hivwever, Alter |irl:|'|f-.i|:|_E party amicl 1
visit to n London mightelub, he was
evpelled and hid to Gadsh his schoal-
ing with o private tutor. Then, in-
stead of poing an to attend 4 univer-
sity, he joined the British Territorial
Army, hoping to serve in India. Army
pay was dismal so he looked for a civ-
il service job instoad. But at 18, he
wits [lires Wehrs LO0 Young, & — tak-
inz & standing joli offer from an
Awerfean funbly friem] — he went ta
Washinugon state.

He wos a surveyor for a logging
company and @ scaler, sining fallen
trees, In Lhose forests, one [rosted
winter day, ho esperienced what he
ein only describe now as his rehirth
— hix trumsformation from o vitieen of
the Cld World to o citizen of the
New. “This was well up in the moun-
banings, A0 Feet, 16 was sunny, Dright,
There wis & whole side of newly
felled trees that 1 had g0 oro and scale.
The smell of the things was some-
thing oot of this world, And T almosg
feel that that was the day | was
biorm.”

In the Pacific Northwest, the. exg-

Levant Enghish kid DBosed o saloons
for 325 a ficht, wooed the ladies and,
inevitably, fished, T may comfort
other fishermen to know that oo ihe
first two occasions bie wegit |||ug|i.|'tL=l_ i
North America, Haie-Brown canght
nothing, and the Arst time he went al-
ter steelheads, he cacsht doelly var-
dens instead — withoot knowing it —
andl then a biear ate them all anvway.

Foced with buresucratio prablems
remirding his statos s o full-Aedged
immigrant n the U5, he declded to
live Driefly in Canada, where he
worked for a4 looging company an
Vancouver Tslamd, Eventually, he
went into business for himself, trap
]1|||:|__: marten pnd miink, 'In'll.lul.'l.t}' hiarat-
ing, selling tyées he caught with rod
and bine, and contract-loggbng during
atlisastrons swruner that netted him a
broken elbow and very little cash,
Oecasionally he wrote articles and
short stories for sporting maguzines in
Emnglund,

In 1928 Haig-Brown reluctantly re-

turneid 1o London, fulfilling o promise
ti his mother 1o try sgain for the civil
service, But by then the service oo
longer wanted men with practical ex-
perience in place of o university de-
Eree, It was the |1|:'|'|:'-L-|.'I: excuse lor
laig-Brown to try being a rm]’eu-
sionn] writer, There, in London, he
wrobe his frst hook, Sileer, which was
preated Iy The Menchester Guordion
with a prophetic review: “Likely to
L of interest for veurs to come, it
should find a wider publiv than that
ol o fisherman,”

UT Canundo, had
got under his skin
(ruite literally boo, because the long-
Danrded -..]]im:.'\, of o dewil's elub p!unt
from British Columbie come oot of
iz armes when he was in London) and
i the Depresion vear of 1931, he re-
turned there — for good, e renewed
his courtship with Aun Elnore, a
handsome, woll-read giel he had met
in n Septtle bookstore in 1929, He
alan did another round of logging and
commercial fishing and with (wao
brathers built a lodge on the Nimp-
kish River as the base for a ouide
lrusiness that eventually Eailed.
Finiskeed with his second book, ool
gnd Rapid, o conservation novel
about damming a British  Columbia
river, he began work on o thirl I
wad Panther, and he researched it Ly
stulking cougars with a government
predator hunter pamed Cecil (Cou-
pary Smith. Throwgh the winter of
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Haig-Brown:
a man for all seasons

Sl going strana, British Solemiéa’s most
colariul conservalamal, now l‘.IB, i retired
g4 judge but active 83 8 writer. His books
blend human and nakital Regtory,  hemord
gnd philoeophy, 2nglng fips and consandd-
flan lere, parscngl anacdolas and ngaroug
razganch :,'.anl,l wiara cwntben gl kg fanms
Faugs o the coast o VERCcOUyeT |aland
wehiasd: Ry bives sill RS wala Ann, wihem b

ey jn 1R28 He gava me e bling -Btag-
gern then,” she s&ys; "snd b atill does."




1932-33. plowing throogch sweowdrifts
with swallen knees, he absorled the
disbitils that would vivify the congar
heraes of his ook “Running they
seemed strangely awkward and
clomsy — bt the clumsiness ¢ame
from over-developed forelegs and
fultpaw 5, from hind legy dis-
pmpnnmll Ll.-:l'.. long with the power
if springing. fmul the 1:.|l.1|.u||u
swing of tails heavy enough to r_pl]du
wnd tourm the whole Im-il'.' o midair.”

Writing was now his life's work,
e marvied Anp. oamd i 1934 thew
|.H1I1j.:|l|. a farmbouse and 19 aeres om
the Camplset] River mne Degan Giling
it with hshing rods, hooks, trees, cows
gnd sheep and chickens, and three
hinagliters and @ son.

Haig-Hrown spent the first five
VERTS c:l the muormage continuing his
research on The Western Angler, but
carlv in the Second World War, ihe
provinee asked him to become z Jocal
magistraly because he seemed o have
a docent encogh educalion und cer-
twinly, ws o writer, encugl time on his
handds, He served in court briefly, un-
til finally convineing the Canadian
Army that, varicose veins or not, he
conbd at Teast e o personne] officer,

Adeer the war, Haig-Brown settled
into serious writing again, interrupted
b his mngisterial dmm-. and a judge-
ship that left him oo time to write,
He alss devoted himsalf o time-eon.
.‘il.ll'll'il:l;.: ennserv il ion |'r1|-..l{|1'-5.

major covironmental oweownler
erupted in the esrly 19505 when the
British Columbia Power Commissian
risprdes] i high dam in Strobchoona
l'ﬂl 525 '\.l:|'|:I:.iI'1'- miles of mountains
F hll-.r.'.\ in the center of YVancouver
Ixlangd. The dam would Aood Buttle
Luke, an untouched sampple of ishd
country, the last in public hands;
Haig-Brown argued, He prepared a
i]l::l":.l'!nl'l-'.'ll argimen! and a hsh and
g aesociations” briel to present ot
|11.'.i!|"ir|j_|‘\. wirnke aoseries ol articles for
] ‘l. tetnTii I|.|"|'|-'\FM|_:-|:|.' |,||,‘:-|_1|::.1rt'|j rq':hu-
hirly on nidio to protest, convinced
the l'.allljll:ll.'” Fiver Chamlwer of
Commerce ta join the fioht and at
one point engaged the premier of the
provinee in newspapér debate. The
Commission eventually decided to
ikl @ levver dmm and food e smouller
area, bt Haie-Brown considersd this
n limited victory that left a second-
tile recrditional resouroe,

His other cavses sinee then lnolode
i condemnation of DIXT spraving
that appesred in his Fisherman's
Srrmmer three vears before Hachel

Caron's Silent Spring, continual spar
ring with logging compardes that con-
tammimate streams with erosion From
clear-cutting and burning, amd 8 ma-
jar ctbensive |lE|..I.IIh-1 I.l.|||"-1:I|II. Hom ol
the Moran Dam on the Fraser River,
That river s polentially the world's
greatest salmon watershed, he savs,

In the 1893508 and again in the 75
the British Columbia government
wwitnibed o build a-dam en the river at
the Moran Canvidi dn the interior of
the province. Each time, Haig-Brawn,
alomg with the Totermiational Pacific
Sulmon Fisheries Commission aned the
Canadian fisheries -:]l;'||n.rr||'|:.|'||lI |l|L|||L‘1;‘|
thut the dwm would virtually annihi-
fate the river’s sulmon runs. 8o Far the
sitlman orees hove won.

H.-‘LI{'}-H!:I.L]".".'."'{ sl
a8 sre of winning
the fight for the existence of the suli
on commission itsell, Created by the
Canadizn and American governments
in 18937, it regnlates the sockeve and
prink sidlmon roms o fishermon of both
countrics - share equally, He lelieves
the comtinuing debitie aliowt the divi-
sicn of cateh will kill the commission,
to be replaced by bodies thot will no
linper finonce the mehaldlitation of
gulman streams — which he considers
the ouly way to produce enough
strong, disease-free fish for the future,
“The federa] fsheries department will
then e doing the enlinncement und
they aren't hodf as efficient as we are
and they never will be,” he says,

Roderick Haig-Brown has descrilied
the Pacific salmon muns as perhaps the
warld's most spoclaculur natural re-
source, a vital link in & remarkable
evele of life thul besins with the al-
gue in the sep The alme feed shrimp
wliich feed heering which feed salinon
which feed man. And. as he wrale in
The River Never Slecps, “There will
bie swilmon and more salmon to emn-
plete this cvele so long as they are
allowed 1o enter the rivers to theds
spawning in sufficient numbers, so
long ws the way (o the spawning beds
s 1'4.,]1I clear and easv and open and
sih lomy s the rivers are kept clean
anl fn.*h und pure, It is as simple as
{571 ]
As a ceniriluting editor of The Cana-
dian ."ﬁiJ]_.i..-’.Hm. hJuIl CiFeseoe conin
British Coluwmbio and the praine proc-
incis. He alvo e ﬂ'u.r it Cann
ifien magazines and fholps odit Van-
canver, g city marazine of whicle he
5 P et Guerer, :






