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A young Valerie watches as her fither cos on the Campbell River.

Roderick Haig-Brown

Valerie Haig-Brown

n the 15 yeam sindce my father died in 1976 | have been sold

many times thar | should write his bography, Sometimes the

implication Is that 1, as his davghrer, should have such a
thorowgh krowledie of him that mine would be the definitive
biography, the ulrimate tnuth. Other, probably wiser, people sugs
gest thar | should write "a" biography, knowing that I can provide
only ane point of view.

So far, there have been any number of articles abous Roderick
Haig-Brown and twe book-length biographies. The aricles rarely
utrEtmpt to cover more than one or two aspects of his life—and be
was @ man of more aspects than many people realize. Some articles
have been quite successful in capeuring a genuine picture of him,
usually those wrimen by people who took the trouble to pet
knowe himear least a littHe—not alwiys an easy task, for be was hoch

a busy man and rather reticent, especially with people who were
nat particulatly sensttive by nature or amived with preconceived
ideas abour elwir subject. Successful aricles have also been wrirten
by those who did not meer him, Bur have maken the time o
undersrand what he hos o say,

CF the rwa books about him, one {Above Tide by Anthony
Robertson), is based en the written works: anly and involves 2
sertous examination of the man a5 revealed in his books. Bober-
son was not particulacly sarisfied with the resule, but readues haye
fournl the book interesting enough. The second book (of which
encueh was said in these pages in April, 1959 artempeed 1o cover
his whale life and proved o be a rask well beyond its wrirer's
capﬁhi[[l’il‘_‘i. TFIIL' |'.~a.=.ic ful:ta' are offen WG oF S0 ]"|||ti!.'||. in I:I'u:
jumble a5 ro be quite confusing, and the writer's prejudices lead o



fathier was & wrirer, He made a living as a writer for mest of his life,
The long list from his easly days—logper, surveyor, trapper, guide,
bounty hunter, beachcomber—ie all perfectly correct, It describes
the jobs he had during the years 1927 to' 1929 and 19372 40
1934 —his first in North America, Bur before and during afl rhese
veurs he was writing, making nates; collecting his share of rejec-
tians and figuring out whar he could write that would sell. Larer in
life there are such illustrious titles as Chancellor of the University
of Victoria and Judge of the Provineial Court of British Columbia
and member of the International Pacific Salmon Comimission.
These jobs took a ot of time in the lae decade of his e, Lt e
was still writing, although perhags not in the same way he had
been during most of his life, There were many speeches to fly

rramliB. MY W B UERIME Ccamp tunkhowse after & long day's wark.

In late 1929 he kepe his promise to his mather and retumed to
England. His nicther and two sisters lived in the targe and elegant
house of his maternal grandfacher, but be was not weleome there
for long because he didn't seem inclined to get a job—he juse
wanted to wrire, A Haig-Brown uncle who was administering his
educational fund was eventslly prevailed upon to dole this fund
out ta subsidize 2 writing career, My farher kept ar it while falling in
and out of love and enjoying the life in London, In 193] his fist
book, Sdver, The Life Story of an Atkmie Salmom, was published.
The book stayed in print in England for 50 years and the first U.S.
edition was published recently. By the time he decided in Fate
1332, that the place for him was the west coast of North Amierics,
the second book was well under Wiy,
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