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It is & strangs thing to ba with you today.
I wouldn't have found it nearly so
strange a year or s0 ago, 2 years ago,
and not strange at all 5 years ago. But
today congervation, anti-pollution, all
those sort of things are suddenly a
popular cause and instead of speaking
to a group of enthusiasts who all know
each other we are talking to a larga
world, All of a sudden everybody has
become a consareatinonist and it s al-
most easy to believe that great things
are going 1o be done. Now you wil for-
give ma, | am sure, if | take a slightly
twisted look at it all and say "I won-
dar?"” | wandar just how long this acute
public interest is going to hold up. We
have had other fads and fancies,

Cerlainly pollution can be readily
cantrolled and kept under confrol if we
really wani o do L Gerainly we can
achiave sound use of sall, alr and water
if we really want to, Certainly we can
protect wildlife populations, preserve
scofogies, provide unspollad  space,
keep a beautiful world for ourselves and
our children, if we really want to and if
wa can Keap on wanling to.

Mow perhaps this deathbed repan-
tence has come In time and all will be
well but it is going 1o fake a lot ol good
nurging still and plenty of psychology
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The tollowing article is from the keynote address which
B.C.'s distinguished author-conservationist delivered to the 1970 annual
convention of the Alberta Fish and Game Association.

THE
SPORTSMANS
PLACE IN A




DEVELOPING

WORLD

and psycho-therapy to keap 11 going,
Even then we are going fa have 1o keep
a close walch 1o make sure that the
patient doesn't go off on another wild
drunk and reduce himsell to 8 WOrse
glate than before. IU's an Interesting
thought thal anyone over 50 loday can
probably look ferward o living oul his
[ife withowt major dlslocation, Anyone
under 50 cannot, unless we undartake
immediately much more drastic action
than any we are now talking aboul, |
am putting this to you 83 a background
ta the mora limited consarvation field
that wa knew before

Distinguished scientiste—very  dis-
tingulshad scientists, let's face ii—have
seripusly postulated al least hall a
dozen theoriss of global potiubion, any
one ol which unchecked could mean the
end of iha human species, | am going 10

run ovar those theories just lo keep
them in your minds. There is tha theory
of oxygen depletion or carbon dioxide
pxchange, malnly through the burming
ot the fossh fuels bul aidesd by the
destruction of plant life in all forms from
photo-synthetic algae to grass and trees,
Then there is the greenhouse theory In
which alr pollution affecting sunlight
will produce drastic climatic changes.
Thare ls stratospheric pollution from
rockels and supersonic planes which
would form an accumulative ball of in-
erference around the Giogphere. Thare
is 8 very real risk of nuclear contamina-
lion either from war or from peaceful
uses. Many distinguished people be-
ligve thal the latter hazard |5 the worst
ot =il

Thera iz the highly disturbing and
very real possibility of ooeanic pollulion
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from many causes, chief of which are oil
and pesticides, We have ol in the Sar-
gassa Sea and wa have oil spills in
many estuaries, which are critical to
lite. We believed, until recant work waa
done in the Eastern U.5., that oil lost
most of its toxics rather rapidly. Ap-
parently this is not so. The Sargasso Sea
is full of lumps of oll, very small, broken
up, Thosa lumps ara taken by f&sh and
they are conveyed to ofther fiah In an
unending chain which carries toxing
gnd many other evil things. This pro-
sumably is going 19 go on. Ships have
been pumping their bunkers legiti-
matedy tor years 50 miles off shore and
thal stull is not golng away, 11 is sticking
around.

There iz aomea inclinalion to wrile
these broad theories off as lanlasy or
alarmist axaggeration, That may ba, bul
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