RODERICK HAIG-BROWN

It is & strangs thing to ba with you today.
I wouldn't have found it nearly so
strange a year or s0 ago, 2 years ago,
and not strange at all 5 years ago. But
today congervation, anti-pollution, all
those sort of things are suddenly a
popular cause and instead of speaking
to a group of enthusiasts who all know
each other we are talking to a larga
world, All of a sudden everybody has
become a consareatinonist and it s al-
most easy to believe that great things
are going 1o be done. Now you wil for-
give ma, | am sure, if | take a slightly
twisted look at it all and say "I won-
dar?"” | wandar just how long this acute
public interest is going to hold up. We
have had other fads and fancies,

Cerlainly pollution can be readily
cantrolled and kept under confrol if we
really wani o do L Gerainly we can
achiave sound use of sall, alr and water
if we really want to, Certainly we can
protect wildlife populations, preserve
scofogies, provide unspollad  space,
keep a beautiful world for ourselves and
our children, if we really want to and if
wa can Keap on wanling to.

Mow perhaps this deathbed repan-
tence has come In time and all will be
well but it is going 1o fake a lot ol good
nurging still and plenty of psychology
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The tollowing article is from the keynote address which
B.C.'s distinguished author-conservationist delivered to the 1970 annual
convention of the Alberta Fish and Game Association.
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and psycho-therapy to keap 11 going,
Even than we - are going 1o have o keep
a close walch 1o make sure thal the
patient doesn't go off on another wild
drunk and reduce himsell to 8 WOrse
glate than before. IU's an Interesting
thought thal anyone over 50 loday can
probably look ferward o living oul his
life withowt major dislocation, Anyone
under 50 cannof, unless we underake
immediately much more drastic action
than any we are now talking aboul, |
am putting this to you 83 a background
ta the mora limited consarvation field
that wa knew befora

Distinguished scientists—very  dis-
tingulshad scientists, let's face ii—have
seripusly postulated al least hall a
dozen theoriss of global pollubion, any
ane ol which unchecked could mean the
end of 1ha human species, | am going 1o

run ovar those theories just lo keep
them in your minds. Thera iz tha theory
of oxygen depletion or carbon dioxide
pxchange, malnly through the burming
ot the fossh fuels bul aidesd by the
destruction of plant life in all forms from
photo-synthetic algae to grass and trees,
Than there is the greenhouse theory |n
which alr pollution affecting sunlight
will produce drastic climatic changes.
There s stratospheric pollution fraom
rockals and supersonic planes which
would torm an accumutative bell of In-
erference around the Giogphere. Thare
iz B very real rlsk of nuclear contamina-
tion either from war or from peacaful
uses. Many distingulshed people be-
lieve thal the latter hazard is the worst
of gll,

Thera Iz the highly disturblng and
very real possibility of ooeanic pollulion

Righard Wrign!

from many causes, chief of which are oil
and pesticides, We have ol in the Sar-
gassa Sea and we have oll spills in
many esfuaries, which are critical to
lite. We believed, until recant work waa
done in the Easterm 15, that oil losl
most of its toxics rather rapidly. Ap-
parently this is not so. The Sargasso Sea
is full of lumps of oll, very small, broken
up, Thosa lumps ara taken by f&sh and
they are conveyed to ofther fiah In an
unending chain which carries toxing
and many other evil things. This pro-
sumably is going 19 go on. Ships have
been pumping their bunkers legiti-
matedy tor years 50 miles off shore and
thal stull is not golng away, 11 is sticking
around.

There iz aomea inclinalion to wrile
theae broad theories off as lanlasy or
alarmist axaggeration, Thai may ba, bul
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wa do nol know anough e wnte any
ang of them nff. It ia & grim truth that all
of them are progressing In soma da-
grea. Mearly all of them are clomely
interrelated and the sum of the thearies,
gven |1 no ome of them comesout on tap,
oould be a whole ot guiokor and morz
drastic than any ana of them alone. Wa
blunderad Inte this sifuation by farcing
ahead with indusirizl, technological and
community developmeants withou! both-
wring to guastlon thelr true affecis |
DDT and chlorinated hydro-carbons
are ong excellent axample of our blun=-
dering and | am happy to see that you
are very much aware of this fact. Many
of us undarstoad the thraat in the 1860's
and sald 5o, You can, for Instance, find
it In the transactions of the B.C. Natural
RAasources Conference, You can find it
in my own book The Living Land, Rachel
Carsan did 1 with very much better
dramatic effect in 1962, But only now
gra we beginning to da something
about it and we are daoing it still against
very substantial resistance, Yat the avil
affects of these poisonous compounds
will long outlast the litetime of any one
of ws. We have done this to oursalves,
We are in the process of checking i
bt this Is all we can say for ourselyves,
It would be easy (o go on with tha list
of these hazards. One | would like to
mantion is the innocent herbicides and
defoliants 24-0, 24.5-T and others
Ecologically te me they have always
leoked pretty horrible, | have always
thought that defoliatlon In Viel Nam was
i moare vicious and brutal and incon-
aiderate thing than even the usa of
napalm, Bul it did seem that thay were
not directly harmful fo human beings.,
Both are now quile strongly suspech
2.4.5-T has been shown 1o cause sarious
nranatal defects in rats and mice. Ho-
man abnormalities have been showing
up In Viel Mam. Furthermore, these pro-
ducts. hawva an intéresting by-prodoct
called dioxin, In soma iypes of 2.45T
digsin ks right there all the lime 0 & sub-
stantial quantity. Both of these pro-
ducts, and so far as | know, all the
harbicides when burned at cartain tem-
peraturas, produce dioxin, Dicxin has
Deen calculanes, ough ot yat shown
by difect exparimeant, 1o be 10,000 times
more damaging to unborn creatures
than thalldomide, You will remamber
wha!l happened with thalidomida, Mow
why haven't we known aboul this unti
guite recently? 1 will tall you exacily
why, Because the United Statas Military
didn’t want us o0 know, because the
chemical compankes didnt wanl us o
know, and the United Siates Govam-
ment didn't want us to know, That's tha

kind of suppression of knowledge we
cannot possibly  afferd, How can a
demacracy act if it hasn't got knowl-
gdge to work with? How can 11 act
wizely il information is deliberately sup-
pressed? W shekes one a8 lille bit,
doesn't t7 It does ma.

| am something of an oplimist, | be-
ligve that mankind ia going through &
bad time and can reascon It way oul,
just as It has hall-reasoned ts way into
he 1rounls. | Believa the THE can be
8 new age of discovery leading to dras-
tically new ways of thinking about our-
selyas and our clvilization; that it can
lead to & new standard of economlc
valuss and a resolution of some of the
gonflicis betwsen man and his enviran-
ment that have been caused by explo/l-
ing development anmd lechnological
ruthlessness. Thosa twa things together
are usually called progress and that, as
you know, is the thing you can't stand in
the way of, Well, someaone is going to
stand In the way of it and that someone,
it they know what iz good for them, is
gaing to be the people under 50. Even

NEXT ISSUE:

Tha ATVs, or All Terrain Vehicles,
are with us whether we (ke it or
nol. A Canadian authority on recre-
ational wvohicles oxamines lhass
new machines,

more, the people undar 40. Thoy have
dlready started on that job and they will
da il | hope, by revoluticnary thinking
and revelutionary performance  within
the framework we now Know, because
that s where |t can besl ba dona.

Maszive changes are needed in the
whole structure and concept of our
soctaly, withaul the dalay, which would
be fatal, of physical revolution. |f tha
under 40°s fail in this or if they are pre-
vanled from doing it than there will be
physical revolution within the next twao
or ihree decades because peopla will
gl scared encugh that they will na lon-
ger stand st o die.

It that happons | believe || will be the
ball game for the human spacies, | don’
think we can stend the dismption of
gross phvslcal revolution and come oul
on top of the problems we now facs,

I have emphasized the foregoing
stalement because | beliava |L is as5an-
tial background fo anything about con-
servatinn,  land  managemeant.  watnr
managemeant, wildlife preservation or
the preservation of ourselves. Wea dre



not going to Bchigve very much %o long
as we believe |n the sacred cows of
growth and progress or in the present
economic values that we pul on things.
We hava 1o find a now way of measuring
what we want, The old way s not
anough, It simply measuras profit and
loss, dollars and cents and thal isn't
what life iz sll about. We have got to
have something newer and better, We
ara nol going o achleve very much by
acting 20 to 50 yvears behind owr knowd-
adge on the Inconvenient things or by
acting witheut knowledge on fhings
that simply look good. We are going to
have 1o challenge & lof more thearies
than we have in the past and ask a lot
more questions, We are going to have
o inslst on the answers, It is gaing o ba
important to leok to the young pecple,
listen to the young people and, above
afl, understand what it is they are rying
to tall us, They are lrying to tell us that
we-may live out our nermal life span bul
they can't see it that way for themsalves,

I am eften asked what is the function
of local or special inlerest clubs In the
face of thiz massive general pollution,
The answear s very simple. Kegp aware
af the big problems. Pul your support
and some of your money wheare it will do
the maost good=—in tha big organizations
designad to flght for tha big issues. In
Canada this wouid have to ba, at the
present lime, the GCanadian Wildife
Foderatian, or it may be suah arganiza
tions as Pollution Probe in Taronto
whan the anti-pollution people really
get erganized, You will nolice lhey are
stopping wp by degrees from litfle or-
ganizations to Provincial organlzations
and It won't be long befare thers is one

clear-cut, Faderal Canadian organiza-
ticn on anti-poliution. | suggest you
watch this, | suggest you pul money in-
dividually and collectively into the big
clubs because $2 spent for you thera
will do more than 85 &r $10 that you can
spend [n your own way. .

But continue your local and special
intarests with always increased inten-
slty and awareness. Big pollullons are
made up of a ot of little pollutions and
each ana must b detented and fought
individually on its home ground, No one
is better equipped to do this than lhe
hunter and fisherman. The hunter and
fisherman get out at all times of year
inte all parta af the country, The impor-
tant thing is 1a develop the seeing eye,
If you see & atraam running silt, report it
and ask guestions, Ask questions all the
time, If wet land is baing drained, ask
why. Il you see slgns of over-browsing
and over-grazing, ask questions, IT you
sae some affluent draining into.a stream
or @ lake, have it checkead on, Maybe it
ign't harmful, maybe it isn't whal you
think it ig, but I you zee Il have it
checked on. Don't walk by and lorgel
about It. Never let up, Waork through
your local erganizatlons and through
that to the Provincial organization, The
Provincial organizallon neaeds informa-
tion, strong local supparl and moneay, I
shaould be able to go into any consana-
tion fighl knowing mare about tha issue
than seither Governmaent or Industry, and
thal takes money,

Consarvatively, | would ‘say your Pra-
vincial organization should have an
annual budget of at |east $100.000. Even
win Lhal level of afficiency you will lose
fuite @ few battles but you will always
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“Nah, we don'l do il that. There just ain't no fish. Pollubion killed "am."
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get & piece of the other guy's hide, In
additicn, you will always look good for
the next one, which is imporiant be-
cause Il you take a setback on some-
thing vou den'l know enough about, you
look silly, Peaple start to lose falih Im
you. But if you have the Information,
even though the money beats yvou, you
loock good and they will coma back to
you next time and make sure you have
the maney.

Y Ara eoncemed. | undaratand,
about the loss of wildemass areas. Mow
a “wilderness area” s hard 1o define.
Ara wou laoking for ecological samples,
nature conservancies? Ara you looking
lor wilderness areas bwo sweaps wide?
Ara you looking for primitive arcas?
What is it exactly that you are proposing
1o do? | think you have to define these
terms clossly and then you have o go
aflar whatavear it 15,

Bul remamber this, if you sat up parks
or wilderness areas that are subject to
control by Order-in-Coungil you  will
nevar have one that iz safe beyend fo-
marraw, | know, We hava them in B.C.
and we [osa them righi and left, day in
and day out, becauss we have Cabinet
Ministers who are not dedicated to any
af the kind of ideas under which these
things were orginally conceived. Thay

look on tham now 28 sasy ways into
timber, mineral resources, of whatewar
glge s handy. If you are governed by
Order-in-Council as fo the disposition of
your parks, wilderngss areas, nalure
conservancies or anything else, than
you nesd a new Parks Act, one that In-
sigts that all park changes are forced
oo the floor of the legislature, Hare
they can be examined in the full tight of
publicity, which is just what the politi-
ciang don't |ke,

By the sames foken you probably need
g new Mining Act, Minlng priorities and
privileges in nearly all tha Provinces, as
far as | know, are at least 50 years oul of
date, They probably made sense al The
lime when the country was under-
developed, Today they merely stimulale
whera stimulation is nol neadad. Study
the mining laws. Learn the weak points
ihat mo longer make sanse and go an
the attack. Mining firms have a big
country to. explore ouiside the parks
and wilderness areas. Sae that they stay
there, under firm contral

For that matter study closely all the
raws thal affect land wse amd land
management, You may even lind In the
1970°s that some causes can be defen-
darl hy wall planned lawsuites, You may
be able, for Instance, to take a Minister

to Court on the grounds that he iz im-
properly axsrcising discretionary pow-
ers permilted lo him under & cerlaln
Act,

Ecology, habltal, these are now the
ail-powerful wards in fish and witdlilo
managamant. Profect your wal lands and
grazing areas. Protect your headwater
fimbers, your slreams and fakes and
potholes, Then fish 2od wildiile will sur-
vive everything, perhaps except our-
soives,

Mol =0 long ago one mighl have said
that the gagoline motor was the friend of
the outdoorsman. Toeday wunkess It is
rigldly controlled it's his worst enemy
and the nme oo control s well in ad-
vance af axtenzive popular use. Once
you let extensive popular use in it gets
tough, The opulboard motor, for ip-
stance, We have il all through B.C. on
dozens of little lakes where il shouldm't
be, It iz a total evil on waters where It s
nol needed and it is constantly used on
waters where it should not be wsad.
Contrel has bean far too little and fnn
late. Jel boats, keep them olf your rivars
gnd streams il you can. They are &
curse, an absclute curse, and if you gel
onough af them you will realize I You
g to the Dean River in Breilish Calumbia
today and that's pretty well like stand-
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ing out on the mein sirests with the
traffic going up and down, Wheraver you
lat them im, you will have fishermen
running up and down from po] fa pool
in J&f boats when il hey jusl stayed in
one place and fished they would do a ot
better—and so would everyone glss,

The airplane and the helicopter have
no place in either hunting or spotting
game. Tie them down as tighlly as you
can to transporlation—and only Irans-
portation. The tote-goat, the various
crawlers, | don't know whal they are
called, and. above alfl, the snowmabile
are nol outdoorsman's tools, If you usa
them today you will regret it in a few
years, Keep guns and rifles out of them
absclutely., Confing tham closaly (o
gpacific roads and tralls. The snow-
mabile even at it most innocent can do
untold damage by disturbing game on
winter ranges and subjecting weakened
animals fo fatal stresses, The lme 1o
vontrol it firmly and abaclutely ia now,
It should have been sooner, Gontrolling
these creaturss shouldn't be all that
hard, They are expensive machines, all
of them, and | suggest that the right
form of control s confiscation  for
hreach.

In this context | think it-is important 1o
ask ourselves just what is the sporis-

man's place In the developing world.
Many others now share the ouldoors
with the sportaman. Observers, natura-
lists, hikers, climbars, campers, swim-
mers, skisrs, people who wanl to watch
wild animals, perhaps photagraph
them, certainly not kill them or disturb
them unduly. This is 8 growing multi-
tude whose opinions and votes will be
critical 1o the Kind of couniry we wan
presarve,

I the sportsman goes out into the
woods and flields and along the streams
as a meat hunter, a competitor dragging
glong with him the complexities and
gadgeis of civilization, he Is an intruder
gnd an anomaly detrimeantal to himset
and 1o others. If this is the way he
chooses 10 go about it ha will not 1ast,
the other peocple will put him oul of
business. |l he goes out to escape the
gadgets and complexities; if he goes in
soarch of identity, lo become a sensi-
tive part of the natural world, concernad
with the place and the wholenass of the
place, In all its features, rather than his
kill, than | balleve ke has a valld part in
it all and will last.

It's o e wonld Lthat calls for new and
radically differanl ways of thinking. We
have crossed a continent, we have
opaned it up by ruthless, destructive,

e R —————————————————

competitive ways. Perhaps they were
necessary, they are neadad no longer,
In fact we can no longer afford them.
The problem today Is o learn to live in
harmeony with a land that has been
openad up. To uze it, but not abuse il
This ceils for a new and different fype
ol individugl than our old ideal, A more
thoughtful, more sensitive, far more
yenergus and undarstanding man than
our early concepts,

Loak ta the young people, | say again,
and listen to them, They have gof the
message long since intuitivaly and emo-
tionally, but that isn't quite encugh. We
have to understand them and we have
o teach them as well as leam from
them, We have 1o teach them apprecia-
tion instead of competition, obligations
rather than rights, conslderation for life
rather than concern for death. Teach
them above all what we ourselves have
had 1o learn that the earth |38 whole
and the earth iz finite: that wildlda is
dependent on the sarth and part of the
earth, When the sod is plowed the soil
blows. When the trees are cut the
streams dry up. When the streams are
muddied thon fish are dead, When the
awamp is drained the geese are gona.
We know these things. See that the
young know tham, too, |
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