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Still in the Hwer

Haig-Brown,
quintessential
river-lover, was in
his element from

day one.

Christopher Camuto
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book. Hip-deep in the Campbell River,
he faces downstream, the eurrent bulg-
ing slightly around him. The vellow
handle of a wading staff’ bobs at his
side. He seems to have just turned away
trom his fishing. He glances past the
lens into the middle distance down-
river, as if, caught by the photogra-
pher, he s uncomfortable soriking a
prevse, Aopweod hat of Dritisl cast sliad-
ows his face, the features of which are

naritded repther funwe

Feamecd Weink of o wieen §

Ereererrse. . FHe aewes o rwaiery

the mainstream -:-ang]mp; literature.”
Gingrich didn’t elaborate, but every-
one seemed o know what he meant.
Temperaments as antithetical as
Ernest Schwiehert and Russell Cha-
tham can coalesce momentarily
arcund the accomplishment of Haig-
Broaen’s books, although vou get a dif-
ferent Haig-Brown from Princeton
tham you pet from Deep Croeek.
Compane, for example, Schwicherts
view of Haig-Brown in "The
Orrchard and the River™ {in
A River for Christmas) and
Chatham's "Roderick Haig-

writer cenied o fisherman’s Brown" (in Dark Wiiers),

frsherman, a frue cowntryman
aveed o fover of mountains, yet
fee weves sophisticated, widely
fravelead, aviely read aved fulf
af humor: § eannot detect any-
urhere aloud i an alom of
meanness or felly fealowsy, yl
he had an alindanee .-r_,l' .|'r1'|;|'.!'.l'
it sellreshect and a mass of
terpeeltves thant fee wonda defind
b the Smil, He i the sort of
s owe chooses and cingy o
St Feentineg or fishing com-
JHdriien pear afler v
sersott affer sedcvoed, and finds
riftmys ol and wore i
testrelinigr,

Haig-Brown on Cluarles
Camnonn, i A fmwer Nepwr
Nerfn

Schwieher, selfsconscions
perhaps about his own place
in the history of fishing lit-
Eratre, s¢ems il'lll:_'r'|l, L]
rithhing elbows with Haig-
Brown’s public reputation
FLE '.1:1'u|n]1.|i.~.llw[ fisher-
man and a prodoetive
writer. Chatham, preocon-
picd with the risks that are
the comst of the personal firee-
dom he cherishes, 15 con-
tent o keep his distance
und work the darker, priviie
erlcdies in |'!.|'||::'-H|'|m:|'~\.. Wit
iy, the existential under
currents Faig-Brown oo
e, enpae |.|II:. ol
CH foes al lider srmel dlepthy e
fonind in the fecund,
salmmi-crowded rivers ol
the Pacific Northwese

Loy Mnnntlard jpliois

lh'l'[.-h cuk by a ldetiee of woanber and
brighhtened in places by Hehe from the
piver, His broad, wom featores give
b the ook of @ boxer or o cotleer,
except for his dark, penetsiting eves,
whitch are full of 1ife, and @ measured
stnile. Even an 68, he looks broagd-

Shwaebicrt s Hog-Brown 18
a reassuring, almeost Edwardian pres
cnce — an amthorioy: Chathiam's s g
poic gitiren = an artise, Soo Haig-
Brown's '.-.'I'iIJI||_|:I SHJSpIOres i witlie i
E[BOITIELE.
Mot resuders would probably soen-
v maore with Charkes Wisterman s off-
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