THE FISHING IN PRINT

Roderick Haig-
Brown: Standing
Still in the River

Haig-Brown,
quintessentinl
river-lover, was in
his element from
day one.

Christopher Camuto
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THERE IS A PHOTOGRAPH of Rod-
erick Haig-Brown, taken a month be
fore he died in October 1976, near the
end of Brght Waters, Brighe Fiskhis lase
baorok., Hiprdeep in the Camphbell River,
he faces downsiream, the current bhulg-
ing slightly around him. The vellow
handle of a wading staff bobs at his
side. He seems to have just turned away
trom his fishing. He glances past the
lens imto the middle distance down-
river, as if, caught by the photogra-
pher, he s uncomfortable soriking a
prevse, Aopweod hat of Dritisl cast sliad-
ows his face, the features of which are

shouldered and weighoy in chest wad-
ers and a yellow oilskin, He grips his
fly rod Armly cnough 1o raise the
muscles in his casting hand, out of
habit perhaps, He looks like a man
wha belongs in a river.

Roderick Haig-Brown is generally
taken o be the best fshing writer of
the wentieth century, a good century
for books about rivers aned fishing, In
The Fisking i Prnt, Arnold Gingrich
called his work “the surest lasting con-
rrabitiesny that oo Bime has made o
the mainsream of angling literature.”
Cangrich didn't elaborate, bt CVETY-
one seemed o know what he meant.
Temperaments as antithetical as
Ernest Schwiehert and Russell Cha-
tham can coalesce momentarily
arcund the accomplishment of Haig-
Broaen’s books, although vou get a dif-
ferent Haig-Brown from Princeton
sy et foen ]‘il:'{'i_l Creck.
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Orrchard and the River™ {in
A River for Clristmas) and
Chatham's “Roderick Haig-
Brown®™ [(in flark Walers),
Schwiehert, selfsonscions
perhaps about his own place
m the history of fishing lin
Eratire, 5¢ems mient on
rubbing elbows with Haig-
Brown’s public reputation
as an accomplished fisher
man and a prodoetive
writer. Chatham, preocou-
pieed with the risks thar are
thie const of the personal free
dom he cherishes, 15 con-
tent o keep his distanes
and weark the carker, privare
l:'l:.l'lii"\llli:l.::!_:'Hlll'.l.lll'\-'.'.||l
i, the existential vnde
currents Hamg-Bronwn founid
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deeplyout by a lidetime of weatheranid
brghtened b plivces by lighe from the
raver, His bpoeud, worm featares rive
b the ook of @ boxer or o colleer
except for his dark, penetsiting eves,
whiich e fll of life, and o measured
sintile. Fven at b=, e looks Brodiad

Cantonn, in A Rqer Nepws

found o the fecund,
salmosn-crowded rivers ol
the Pacific Northwesi
Shwiebert s Hog=Brown s
a4 reassuring, almost Edwardian pres
cnce = an amthorioy: Chatham's is s
potiie gntiren— an artist, 5o Haig
Broswn s writing SHJSaOres i witlie
S[CETAC.

Mosr resuders wonaled prrotia by gcder-
v more with Charles Waserman s ol -
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hand remark about Haig-Brown in the  you could try to do both:

cotrse of @ rerse summary about the
fishing writing fe prefers: "Haig-Brown
hasleds e on a dghe drag, although [
keep telling myself T don’t see any-
thing special about what I'm reading.”
From Waterman, this is high praise (1
think} and a telling comment. Not all
of Haig-Brown's writing is equally
good: not all of it is equally compel-
ling. His books run the
gamut from potboiler 1o
masterpicee, But there is no
giuestion that Haig-Brown at
his best = parts of Fisherman s
Sfring, Fishenman s Suwaner
Fisherman s Fall, Fisherman’s
Winser and all of a A Riwer
Newwer Slewfrs = is as good as it
gets. 1 feel 1 could hand A
firver Never Sleeps 1o @ non-
fishing triend and sav with
confidence, “Here, read
this. You'll like it. It's a grear
book.” And as much as 1
love angling literature,
there are not, frankly, many
[islibag Dnmrks 1 ilonk ||:'|:1.:1-
this simple test. Certainly
Mopmian MacLean's A Hoer
ftaens Throaegh B, bt whae besicles that?
It vour read a0 Lo ol Fiig-Browin, you
will B voursell working  theongh
resinTies of imprromisng prose il dmes,
Truee By amed g his wiork stands ups 1o
Coimrichs assessmeni,

fn “The Art of Fishing.” the firs
chupter of Fsherman’y Shng, Haip-
Boown is at pains v identify himself s
“a writer first sl a0 Dishermai - see-
ond.” 1 go fishing guite a loy, and |
thibnk skt Bsbinge a ke bue Dwrte all
the time” <A writer doesn’t freely
Chasase wiait e wieites about,” he ex-
plainieel, “he wirites what s in him sine
of Tuiin, woed e writes what he thinks
F.ll: l'\ll.:-]l:' 'l.q.l.”. AL T |'1'.|l:|." 1 S I Wk Tl o
bishimg writer, Fe wrote absout fishing.
Fishing was o wondectul personal ex-
prertence and writing a somoewhat b-
iferwsomme puhlic chore, You coulid fish
.I.I'NI wiriie lika [:|'|.II|||'|J'||_ |i|i||:1.\,ir|:~_-\I IRETN]
beive baoken [iee and are working all
the msky edies, o voni could fsh and
write like Schwichers, selfconscionsly
vphuabding o vraditon o ointm-
g vhe pubdic stature of =cliand sport
Che, af vy were Roderick Haig-
Brown—post-Edwird ian existenialisg

b i L L T

(Fishang| is alon sometfiing mon
Hherrt @ sport, fiis an intimaie
exploraiion of part of the world
acdelews frome the eyes and minds of
andinary people. It is o wy of
Feinking ond dotg, a wey of rom-

concerned with mastering fly Rshing's
techiical demands (without much
fanfare) and making “an inspired use
of the sport's intangible values.” MNick
Lyons Books has, during the past fow
vears, reprinted affordable paperback
editions of the heart of the order of
Haiiq-Enmn'ﬁ fishing works, all of them

ingr the mind and body, that men kave well worth reading. The firstwritten of
been. follownng with growing intensity these, A Rivwr Never Sleeps (1946), is an
L account of a vear's fishing

A River Never Sleeps in British Columbia, The

Darling
Reprinted 1987
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Hikg-Brown's wiiling is.a sustined
respEse o the reatirad world by g fll-
time wriier wlio was alsera dedicared
T=herman, a haherman driven by “the
corpuilsions of an aroused curiosin”
aboun the life of rivers amed egually

Roderick Halp-Brown
Hlustrated by Louis

four fisherman’s seazons
books, ongmally published
between 1951 and 1964, ex-
paned on this format and
take the reader through
another composite “vear,”

Urigg';!;gp”h"ﬁhm 1845 elaborating on the central
$14.05 pape/back ideas and experiences of A

Aiwer Never Steefis, The strue-
ture of cach book is compli-
catcd and enriched by i
gressions and flashbacks
which give Haig-Brown's
view of the seasons a depth
and significance beyond
what orher writers hhaye
achieved m o this genre.

]

A FISHING LIFE that begins on
England's Frome and ends on
Canadia’s € amprteel Biver s an inte

CATIE AMIEetry to il o symmetry
upin which Fhog-Brown built the
.!.I:'EH'E’I“II_!_: rhvthion of A Kowr Newsr
-'!;\.IIHT.'J.'L Thaet Dok alternates Bemween
accoiiis o Haig-Boown's hshing for
Pacific sabmoat, steeibead, monbaow and
rotthroat et i Bonsh @ odomdin
amel s memories of I'n.hir;g' for Adlan-
i salment, brown wout, grayling and
pike i his native England, Althomgh
Har-Brown Hed the tidy confines of
English pasroral life w the age of 17
Foor the wild, boorming rivers and dark
virn torests of the Pacihe Naorthwist,
e retained theenglwou his 1ife a keen
semse (o his Hritish anghng oogins,
sl e repeaedly reparens we them o
his writing.

Berrm i Sussex in 1908, Hing-Brown
leariesd Bux-fishing aleng the Frome
andd Wrackle m Dorset. near thie sowih
coast of England. ITn the “H. M.
Careeniill”™ sectiom ol A Niwr News
Sleefn {purhaps fis finest essav), he

movt [



Halg-Bruwn writes without cant

deep-mmed lovers of all Emm nf:

about the values he absorbed during  sal

his education in the field: a commit-
ment o observation and the patient
acquisition of practical knowledge,
thowghtful persistence combined with
respect for the quarry, “complete con-
centration on, and desouon, o the
matter in hand.” and “the urgency of
being honest with voursel i vou want
o learn.” He took in a broad, genile-
mnanly view of whan feld sports were all
abont, without n]‘.au:rl:dns the stuffimess
that sometimes hovers around the
i tice af British tiy Ashing. Although
wie righiflly think of Hikg-Brown now
as a Canndion writer, and s 5 western
Ashermae, he never stopped aspiring
B Bl virriies: Te was expased 1o by thie
sobemin Boosh soldiers and men-of-
the-world swha stoesd in for his farher, o
troubling absence, a biographer might
argue, that eventually sent o resiless
and intractable young man in search
of another country.

Haig-Brovwm ofTers many wonderful
atories about his Gshing apprentice
s, which was anvihing bt o sarehy
attair of parsuing ot and saimon
with astift upper lip. While he waits, in
A fney Never Shefn, (or wanter sieel-
bl ery stie. hee canc el of fishing for
Brivish dace . Janwary and, moa are
frotherson fsling story, of pursuing
the legendary shadows of big pike in
Febroarv, He can stop to depict with
unfegmerd admiration the knewledge
and skill of o Brivish coarse angler and
event it 0 sme bovhood . poach-
ing o the Iichen.

Bu the Frome eveniually leed i,
v ol Mirpkish oancd anher rivers, w
the Campledl. where Haig-Brown
mancle fuy howne o 1SS There the
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Despite all the changes emﬁm—
tion forced on his fishing, there was

common thread between Haig-

Brown’ lﬂHmﬂHﬂﬂ%—aﬁw {

flowing clarity he found in certain riv-
ers, a natural clarity he strove 1o trans
Form into a literary stvle: “OF rivers [
should always choose clear ones; not
the gliss clearncss of the mountain
sipeims nor the p-eﬂ-ljruwn clear ness
of Seottish burns, but something be-
ween the o, a clearness that gives
the water its proper depthy That is the
clearness of the glis chalk streams
anl also the clearness of Pacific coast
rivers below the lakes, a satisfying,
nuaniral clesrness, revesiling and vt nog
ptartling.”

Whit Haig-Brown found “in and o
himself, wherever he fshed, was a
profound appreciation of tivers

Chnly a viver can give what 1 really
aetitl, . have newer yed st i river
it §emeld not love, Moving water
renen o fregaeline or a e, has a
Jesernating wiladity, It has fiouer wad
rate woned apgsovrotnonas, B e o Shon.
xerrtel el ana a theasanad s,
yei £ fodlines fwws s definite that the
fivest shvenmlet is an exact refdion of a
prrweet viver, Thid s efraeys B
dmifraritid by e, £ oan fie for an four
ead et Fivwe vl ety the fTowe ol a ltde
Abyerini, deifaeriig frieces af iy dlicks
Exlen iF der bviger D rurrend moormen s,
tionrng the midiater drft of clumgs
of liistensnes ar alpae Lorn from e bol-
drowni, maeeekinag B sovry veesed fenelils
beliered e fille el the comend eddees

lp Lnﬁmi’“’l'ﬂlurufpmplr

ture, and pﬂht.ma n the Chile and
Argentina of the early 19508 is remi-
niscent of Charles Darwin's interest in
the charms and contradictions of
South American life in The Voyage of the
firagde, The rivers in aig-Dirown's life
were not purely tactical arenas; he
writes about fishing as it it were a part
ol foeal culture, whether he is casting
adry fly on the Test, or leamning o

dog salmon in Discovery Pas
:ag:mtl‘tm Inelian friend, or running
the Tolten with local Chilean boai-
e 1 abways feel that 1 am f=hing
some strange, unreal vaoumm unfess |
Enoaw the purpose of the people and
the meaing of the country around
myv rivers.” As a writer, he §s ps con-
cerned w accurately render the thick
riffles in g Hampshire accent as he is
ter elesscrile the guirky folds of a tiver's
current, He had a Hemingwayessgue
appetite For the jovs of el and for
simple, viscerml pleasures = Dorset
chieese, Chilean wine, good books, and
interesting companions, Like any re-
ally good fisherman, he knows when
o stop and Iook around. He knows
that peese overhead, or oo desuleny
Chilears H.\]'I.i.rlg lanch, or an attractsee
wornan passing on horseback are the
sttt of which gowsd fishing chivs e
rmele.

L
PRIMARILY BECALSE Hing-Brown is.
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came o the Pacific Norih-
wiest ot 2 ilme when aecess
14 118 TIVETS Wils Gpening up,
mvarialily over logging
riogds. and before dams,
clearcos, commercial fish-
gl andd pollution had begumn o overs
whetlin the fishery, When Haig-Brown
widlédl into the Nimpkish in 1097,
|iku:iJ1.|.'{ tar his firet steelbhend, there
wats plenty of nntried water 1o (ish and
fresli covmtry o explore, Tn o broad
sise, Haig-Brown helped export and
aelap thie Briviah 1y fishing tradition
tir the wesicin liemis ol o cominen
whicsre he foond hinseld |:'r:|:|'|_[11|-|'|'|i|_1_|i.'l:
riew Species of trout and a wide array
ol amadvomons fish, as well os conedi-
trons umlike any he hod deate with hes
fores “Thaese [ English ] civers counld not
elfer me what 1, Found in the western

sireanes — the splendid oncercing of

e migrant runs, the difTicaliies of
fast waiter, the sumimer steelhead ving
vt i the apeil rins watbing for g dry
flv, the maintsows e curtbrooes in the
lesweshy runs el procilsasf e menimimn
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the castern obsession with tmition,
Haig-Brown's new country guickly
made this open-minded man o ool
wiestern Bshicriman — that is, a 8 a1 k-
tist, I eastern fishermen, prescoupied
with hatches, had got in the habie ol
lishing insects, westerners wens ear-
ing to fish rees. Haig-Beown, quinies-
semthal river-lover, was m his elemoent
freaim elay amee,

The depth and breadi of Flaig
Brown's field experience over his life-
Hme was, necdless w s, impTEssve.
Bur whin distinguishes Maig-Brown
fraren other big-name fishermen is the
umity andl completeness of his aware-
ness, His powers of observaition were
estceilent, on a parwith Feminmssy at
hies Desse, and his bis [irse flonws, st
surprisingly, like a fver though goaod
COLLNTY:

Cirigirally published 1454

e b of Veeneoooeer
Fdionsed were Besck eoned ety
Tenth vk el sea and
ercreEs fronk by Hwe ot
Frang woer gegged oo fall
el ernlfeas fivn forifes
serleddy b feorthest st T hose qoere
gl fames. B B e comiinges aned
g af the vttty in el ot
ferve v yomreedhing et good
fostamr, soaething wiore tean iy
':?.rr:'l.'.i'.fr .I'wm['.' r|_|l"1rJrJ:i-1.'r.l|r|'r';|-|lI_.p, Lk
el iy an et g of a
clesge tn e vere's oyl more than o
eige, A6 05 prn aetiied ferrt of otk
el e cyele, Anid ||r.|.'|_||;l,|'.n'r.|'g.-- nf
i mpmenerds i any ardicalar g
i W sl af one s ttfmacy with the
cord iy il fevast n e eis oF i e fend
af wiie s Eaeledge wey @ fodermers,

I sueh passages there s oo differs
vrce Bebween ||._|.i|_|-ﬁur|.1'|| the hsher
man and HageBrosm the writer, po
hrisik herween description and narme
fivm, e foregronnd and backgrooned,
SO WTIEer Cir gt vorn Closer 1o river
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